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Sheldon Jackson Museum
Spring/Summer 2022 Newsletter
The Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum is dedicated to supporting the
Sheldon Jackson Museum and its unique Alaska Native ethnographic
collection through advocacy, acquisition and educational programming.

Preston Singletary (Kagwaantan, Killer Whale from the Box House), acclaimed glass artist speaks to guests at the
Friends of SJM Annual Meeting in February 2022. (Photo:Friends of SJM)

Sheldon Jackson Museum Info
Hours: Please visit: museums.alaska.gov
Summer Admission:
- General: $9
- Seniors (65+): $8
- Youth and Friends of SLAM and SJM: Free
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Fall & Winter in Review
Rosemary Carlton, Board President
The Friends of SJM had a very busy and successful
fall and winter. The last summer resident in
September was Tlingit weaver, Stacey Williams. In
October, Alaska State Museum Conservator Ellen
Carrlee and her two conservation interns, Adrienne
Gendron and Alyssa Rino, who did a summer
project on the museum’s grass mats gave a talk
about the project. January marked the beginning of
The Share Your Culture Share Your Research
programs. Jan Steinbright and Robert Hoffman
discussed their latest cooperative writing/illustrating
project “Raven House Mouse goes to Culture
Camp.” Only two weeks later Jessica Towns
(Alutiiq/Sugpiaq) taught earring making. Next came
a talk on the process and weaving of Chilkat Robes
by Artist Laine Rinehart (Tlingit). Storytelling with
Allison Akootchook Warden (Inupiaq) was presented
in March followed by a Chilkat Weaving
Demonstration and a Call to Weavers to assist each
other presented by Lily Hope (Tlingit).

Guests making bids at the Silent Auction on April 2. (Photo:
Friends of SJM)

people at Harrigan Centennial Hall and another 30
participating through Zoom. A number of new
members were added to the Friends and many
contributed to the fund-raising match. Sea Mart
generously provided a gift card for food for the
reception, and Aspen Suites Hotel kindly donated
accommodation for our guest speaker.
February 26, Allie High’s (Tsimshian, Haida, Alutiiq)
Solo artist exhibition opened in the Sheldon Jackson
Museum gallery. High gave a Zoom presentation
about her exhibition “Sanctuary.” The exhibition
remained open until April 16th.

Beginning the busy month of February was the kickoff for the fund-raiser “Match the Texans”. Carvel
Glenn and Randall Lamb of Texas challenged the
Friends to raise up to $25,000 between February 1
and April 30. Any money raised during that time they
would match dollar for dollar! In total, the Friends
raised $24,647.32 for this campaign. A huge thank
you to Carvel and Randall and to all who have so
generously contributed to the match!

April 2, a hugely successful annual fund-raiser, the
Friends Silent Auction and Bake Sale was held at
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Hall. Much
thanks to Alaska Commercial Company (Lakeside)
and Wildflour Café & Bakery for their generous
baked goods donations. Many Friends members
also contributed baked goods and some of the most
awesome artwork we have had available for the
auction. Thanks to all who priced, labeled, planned,
set up and took down the auction: specifically, Jan
Steinbright, Emjay Messinger, Laura Bennett, Pat
Magnuson, Paulla Hardy, Ian Crane, and Darlene
Orr. ◆

The Friends annual meeting was an outstanding
success! Preston Singletary, Tlingit glass artist, was
the guest speaker. Singletary delivered a Power
Point presentation on his work including his recent
installation “Raven and the Box of Daylight” at the
National Museum of the American Indian. The
annual meeting was our first in person annual
meeting since 2020. It was a great success with 50

Community Coffee Table
Saturday, Sept. 24th, 10am-10:45am and Wednesday, Sept. 28th, time TBD
Share your thoughts and ideas about Museum events, your ideas for new public
programs, input on current offerings and scheduling, and how you’d like public
programs at the museum to address boarding school history in Sitka and more.
Help shape future programming! For more information, email
Jacqueline.Fernandez-Hamberg@alaska.gov or call (907) 747-8981
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2022 Alaska Native Artist Residency Program
Eechdaa Dave Ketah (Tlingit)
Carver, drum maker, painter, copper tinaa maker - July 8 - July 30
Eechdaa Dave Ketah is a Tlingit carver, drum maker and painter. Ketah
was born and raised in Ketchikan. His ancestors are the Hinyaa from the
south of Lingít aani (Tlingit land - Southeast Alaska). For years, what he
knew about his Tlingit identity came from what his grandmother taught
him as a boy. Living outside Lingít aani for most of his adult life, he
struggled against assimilation into the dominant culture through learning
from reading, the internet, and
museum visits.
The pandemic opened new
opportunities and was the
Photo courtesy of Eechdaa Dave Ketah
catalyst in Ketah becoming a
practicing student of his
language and the creative expressions of formline design,
carving, and regalia making.
Ketah pursues growth as an artist with a passionate
approach and prolific productivity. He and his wife have two
children, who are also just beginning to explore their Tlingit
and Inupiat heritage.

Above: Kitáa by Eechdaa Dave Ketah, 2021, Alder,
horsehair, acrylic, abalone
Photo courtesy of Eechdaa Dave Ketah

Percy Avugiak (Inupiaq/Yup’ik)
Painter of landscapes and abstract Yup’ik/Inupiaq imagery, mask carver, ivory and baleen
jewelry - August 19 – September 10

Percy Avugiak is an Inupiaq and Yup’ik artist
who was raised in the Yup’ik village of
Cherfornak and has Inupiaq roots tracing to
White Mountain. Avugiak is primarily a
painter and traditional Yup’ik-style mask
maker but he is also a carver of wood and
ivory and makes jewelry out of ivory and
baleen.
continued on page 3 →

Percy Avugiak in front of UAF Mural he painted, Photo courtesy of Percy Avugiak
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Avugiak primarily paints acrylic landscapes and portraits. The
subject matter of his early paintings are whimsical Alaskan animals.
He is best known for and considers his best painted works to be his
abstract Alaskan Native dancing and singing paintings.
Avugiak has a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Native Arts and Painting
from the University of Alaska, Fairbanks and has exhibited his work
in solo and group exhibitions and taught art classes throughout
Alaska since 2006. He currently lives in Eagle River with his
Inupiaq wife who originally hails
Right: Raven by Percy Avugiak
from Shishmaref.

Photo courtesy of Percy Avugiak

Debra Dzijúksuk O’Gara (Tlingit/ Yup’ik/ Irish)
Chilkat and Ravenstail weaver - September 17 - October 9

Debra Dzijúksuk O’Gara is Tlingit, Yup’ik, Irish and raven from the
Teey hit taan clan of Wrangell. She is a ravenstail and Chilkat
weaver.
Dzijúksuk currently lives in Petersburg, Alaska. Her mom was born
and raised in Mountain Village, Alaska and now lives in Juneau. Her
grandmother, Frances Tamaree Sheppard was born in Wrangell and
died young. Her great grandmother was Tillie Paul Tamaree, a civil
rights activist and mother to William and Louis Paul. Tillie’s second
husband and Dzijúksuk great grandfather, William Tamaree, was a
community leader and carver.
Dzijúksuk’s Chilkat and ravenstail teachers have been the late
Clarissa Rizal, whose teacher was
Jennie Thlunaut; Lily Hope, who is
Clarissa’s daughter; and Kay Parker. It
Photo courtesy of Debra Dzijúksuk O’Gara
is through this weaving and the art of
her ancestors that she has found sobriety and an ever-growing circle of
strong women and other two-spirit weavers. They share stories, lessons,
mistakes and victories. They connect with each other and reconnect with
our ancestors. Debra and these weavers are rediscovering and reviving
the knowledge and stories of
Right: Ravenstail weaving by Debra Dzijúksuk O’Gara
clans that are embedded in the
fibers of weavings.
Photo courtesy of Debra Dzijúksuk O’Gara
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2022 Alaska Native Artist Residency Program Events
In addition to creating art at the museum and studying the permanent collection, resident artists will
also hold lectures and hands-on-classes.

For information on the classes, materials required, to sign up for a class, or for
information on talks or additional residency programing details, call the museum
at (907) 747-8981
•

Tinaa Making Basics Class with Eechdaa Dave Ketah (meets: July 9th and July
16th from 1-4pm)

•

"Did the Ancestors Call it Art?,” artist talk by Eechdaa Dave Ketah (July 16, 1011am

•

Artifact Talk with Eechdaa Dave Ketah, artist talk on a small selection of artifacts
from the Sheldon Jackson Museum’s collection (July 22, 3-4pm)

•

"What type of Ancestor Will You Be?," artist talk by Eechdaa Dave Ketah (July 23,
3-4pm)

•

Formline Basics Class with Eechdaa Dave Ketah (meets: July 27, 28, 29, 2-4pm)

•

Northern Lights Landscape Painting Class with Percy Avugiak (meets Aug. 26, 27,
9am-1pm)

•

“Yup’ik Masks & Teasing Masks,” artist talk by Percy Avugiak (Aug. 27, 3-4pm)

•

Artifact Talk with Percy Avugiak, artist talk on a small selection of artifacts from the
Sheldon Jackson Museum’s collection (Sept. 10, 3-4pm)

•

“Tillie Paul Tamaree: Educator and Tribal Historian,” artist talk by Debra
Dzijúksuk O’Gara (Sept. 17, 3-4pm)

•

“Cultural Significance of Ravenstail and Chilkat Weaving,” artist talk by Debra
Dzijúksuk O’Gara (Sept. 24, 3-4pm)

•

Ravenstail Pouch or Wall Hanging Class with Debra Dzijúksuk O’Gara (meets: Sept.
27, Oct. 1 and optionally, Oct. 4, 9am-1pm)

•

Artifact Talk with Debra Dzijúksuk O’Gara, artist talk on a small selection of artifacts
from the Sheldon Jackson Museum’s collection (Oct. 8, 3-4pm)

Please contact the museum for information about each class at (907) 747-8981. The talks and
classes will likely be held in-person but may also simultaneously be on Zoom. All classes require
advance registration. Students are required to obtain materials or purchase a pre-made class pack of
materials. Some classes have age and space limitations. People wishing to attend talks in-person
should call ahead to reserve their seat. ◆
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Strategic Planning

may stay in Sitka, and some may have to go to
Juneau for storage. This is an exciting chance to
take care of a collections management “can” that
has been kicked down the road for a long time!

Addison Field, Chief Curator, Alaska State
Museums

Finally, goal four is preparation of an Interpretive
Master Plan for the museums. This Master Plan
will identify key stakeholders, target audiences,
outline goals and objectives, and establish an
interpretive framework for our exhibits. This goal
was suggested by the American Alliance of
Museums during our 2015 reaccreditation. Much
of the work has been done for the State Museum
during the SLAM Project and doing this work now
will help us capitalize on that, while preparing the
Sheldon Jackson Museum for a new look at the
permanent galleries in the future.

Strategic planning is an important tool to organize
and manage any organization. The Alaska State
Museums, including the Sheldon Jackson Museum
in Sitka and the Alaska State Museum in Juneau,
are in the second year of a three-year strategic
plan. Staff from the museums met for a two-day
virtual retreat in January. During that retreat we
set four goals that will shape the way we approach
our work at the SJM this year.
First, we will be installing an ADA operator on the
main entry doors of the Museum. Happily, this will
mean replacing the existing doors that have old
and worn-out hardware with new ones that will be
easier to secure! The plan at the moment is to do
the work in the fall, after the tourist season. This is
a complicated project that will require architects,
engineers and contractors so please bear with us
as the work progresses.

These goals will be a lot of work. Sometimes, like
a holiday meal, our eyes are bigger than our plate,
but I get energized and feel lucky to have a staff, a
Board, volunteers and friends who are excited by
big things and by making change for the better.
Stay tuned, and let us know if you want to help.
Thank you for being a member, you are all rock
stars! ◆

The second goal is well in progress at the moment:
to plan, prepare and execute the summer season.
After such a long, trying season last year, we hope
that the structural changes that we made to the
Visitor Services Unit will allow for easier
management of staffing directly from Sitka. One
unforeseen problem has been the national labor
shortage. It is affecting us here in Southeast
Alaska too. We are working hard to get positions
filled so that when tourists arrive, we have enough
people in place to help the season run smoothly.

Seeking Volunteer Greeters
The Friends of SJM are looking for volunteer
greeters for the summer season, as well as helping
hands for events and projects throughout the year.
Volunteer greeters welcome guests to the Museum,
answer questions, and share information about the
Friends. If you would like to learn more, please
contact us at (907) 747-6233 or
friendsofsjm@gmail.com.

THE FRIENDS ARE HIRING!

The third goal is to find new storage solutions for
the Russian Collection that has been on loan to the
Park for more than 30 years. As I am sure folks in
Sitka know, the Park will be redoing their exhibits
in 2023/24. As a part of that they are returning a
loaned collection of Russian objects that they have
been storing for us for decades. Some of these
objects will stay on exhibit at the Park, some will go
to the vault at the Sheldon Jackson Museum, some

The Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum are
seeking a dynamic, self-motivated individual to fill
the role of Office Assistant. The ideal candidate
would have excellent communication, computer,
and organizational skills. This contract position is
part-time and 9 months in length (Sept-May).
Please visit www.FriendsofSJM.com/Job, email
friendsofsjm@gmail.com, or call 907-747-6233
for more information.
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Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum
Membership Application
The Friend of Sheldon Jackson Museum is dedicated to supporting the
Sheldon Jackson Museum and its unique Alaska Native ethnographic collection
through advocacy, acquisition, and educational programming.

Individual

$35

$25

$10

One member-named membership card admits
only the bearer into the Sheldon Jackson
Museum and the State Museum. Must be an
enrolled student. 10% off workshop materials.

Membership Levels:

Family

$60

Student

Sustaining
$250

$500

Four corporation-named membership cards
admit bearers to museum. Five single-entry
(one-person, one-visit) passes. Corporate
recognition.10% off workshop materials. A gift

Contributing

$1,000+

One member-named membership card admits
only the bearer and one guest into the
Sheldon Jackson Museum and the State
Museum. 10% off workshop materials.
Two member-named membership cards admit
bearers and one guest into the Sheldon
Jackson Museum and the State Museum. (18
and under are free) 10% off workshop
materials.
One named membership card admits bearer
and one guest. Two single-entry (one person,
one visit) passes. 10% off workshop materials.
Three membership member named cards
admits bearers to the Sheldon Jackson
Museum and the Alaska State Museum. Five
single-entry (one-person, one-visit) passes.
10% off workshop materials. A gift.

Corporate

Life-Time

One member-named membership card admits
bearer and one guest to museum. Individual
recognition (if desired).Two single-entry
passes annually. 10% off workshop materials.
A gift

friendsofsjm
Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum





The membership year runs from January 1 through December 31. Those
paying dues between October 1 and December 31 will be paid through the
following year. If you are unsure if you are still a member, please feel free
to contact us at (907) 747-6233 or FriendsofSJM@gmail.com. FOSJM
Membership cards also admits bearers into the Alaska State Museum.
Your membership goes to supporting educational programs in the museum,
lectures, film screenings, hands-on loan of educational materials
classrooms around the state, artists, and museum acquisitions.



friendsofsjm@gmail.com
friendsofsjm.com
(907)-747-6233
Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum is a 501 (c)(3)Non-profit Organization

Date: ____/____/________

New Member 

Renewal 

Name/s: __________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________

City: ___________________State: _________ Zip: ________________

Phone: _________________ Other Phone: ______________________

Additional Donations:
 Native Artist Residency ($______)
 Exhibitions ($_______)
 Public Programs & Education
($_______)
 New Acquisitions ($_______)

Email: ____________________________________________________
Membership Types:
 Student ($10)
 Individual ($25)
 Family ($35)
 Sustaining ($60)
 Contributing ($250)
 Corporate ($500)
 Life-Time ($1,000+)

Enclosed Amount $________Signature__________________________

 Yes, please add my email to the FOSJM Monthly E-Letter list.
 Yes, please contact me about any volunteer opportunities.
 Yes, I would like a gift.
 No, I would not like a gift.

Please return this form and send payment to:
Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum
104 College Drive
Sitka, AK 99835

(Office Use Only)
Database
 Letter
Card(s)
Check # ___________ $__________
 Cash $____________
 Gift

THANK YOU…

Sheldon Jackson
Museum Staff
Curator of Collections
Jacqueline Fernandez-Hamberg

Museum Protection and
Visitor Services Supervisor
Sue Conrad
Museum contact:
(907) 747-8981
Website: museums.alaska.gov

Check our website:

www.FriendsofSJM.com

Friends of Sheldon Jackson
Museum Board of Directors
President – Rosemary Carlton
Vice President – Krystina Scheller
Treasurer – Lisa Bykonen
Secretary – Roby Littlefield
Member at Large – Fred Olsen Jr.
Member at Large – Melissa
Fouse
Member at Large – Demaris
Hudson

for this summer’s schedule of
events / classes!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Aspen Suites Hotel
Sea Mart
AC Lakeside
Wildflour Cafe & Bakery
Hames Corporation
Daily Sitka Sentinel
Classic Casting Adventures
Sitka Vision Clinic
Pet’s Choice Veterinary Hospital
Sitka True Value
Sewing Solutions
Sitka Realty
Sitka Rotary Club
Caroll University
The Friends of SLAM
The Sitka Soup
Carvel Glenn & Randall Lamb
We appreciate your support!

Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum
907.747.6233 ● FriendsofSJM@gmail.com ● www.FriendsofSJM.com

Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum
104 College Drive
Sitka AK, 99835

