Friends of

Sheldon Jackson Museum
Fall/Winter 2021 Newsletter
The Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum is dedicated to supporting the
Sheldon Jackson Museum and its unique Alaska Native ethnographic
collection through advocacy, acquisition and educational programming.

A student works on a cedar bark basket at a class lead by Native Artist in Residence, Stacey Williams (Tlingit), at the
Sheldon Jackson Museum in September 2021. (Photo by Jacqueline Fernandez-Hamberg)

Sheldon Jackson Museum Info
Hours: Please visit: museums.alaska.gov
Winter Admission:
- General: $8
- Seniors (65+): $7
- Youth and Friends of SLAM and SJM: Free
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Fall Report
Rosemary Carlton, FoSJM Co-President

The Friends auction in May was a great
success! It was held at the Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship Hall. Many of the pieces offered for
bid were snapped up by people eager to take the
object with a suggested donation instead of
coming back to bid throughout the day. Thanks to
all who donated pieces for the auction, to all those
bidding and to all those who helped set up and
take down the event!
Hannah MacPike-Wolfe left us at the end of May
in order to pursue her education in museum
related studies. Thank you, Hannah, for your time
with us. Your restructuring of our membership
levels and adapting new ways to thank our
members has made for new and more attractive
levels to choose from. Setting up our Square
account and teaching us how to use it has been
a great addition to options as a small non-profit!
Good luck in the coming years.
We want to welcome Laura Bennett back to the
Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum. From
2017-2018 Laura was an AmeriCorps volunteer
with the Friends. She left in early 2018, and spent
time in the Republic of Georgia with the Peace
Corps. She returned to Sitka working for the Sitka
Maritime Historical Society. After moving on from
that position, we contacted her and asked if she
would be interested in the Office Assistant
position and she agreed. She grew up in western
New York and has degrees in Art History and

Fall at the SJM (Photo courtesy of Laura Bennett)

International Cultural Heritage Management. She
loves to go camping, cooking, and spending time
with her pug. With her previous experience with
the Friends the transition taking over the position
was smooth!
At the end of July, cruise ships were slowly
venturing back into town. A wonderful change
from the summer of 2020 and the early months of
summer this year. Unfortunately, the museum
lost some employees just as summer was
beginning and on-calls (substitute fill-ins) were
impossible to come by. It has been a difficult few
months with not enough staff available to keep
the museum open regular hours. This should be
behind us soon! When the museum was open,
traffic was good and visitors were very generous
with their donations!
The Friends received a donation this summer that
was matched by the donor’s former employer.
That act turned a generous donation into a very
substantial donation! It may be worthwhile for
anyone considering making a donation to check
with their employer or former employer about a
possible match. It's a great way to support the
Friends and we are totally appreciative and
thankful for all who do.

New Friends of SJM Office Assistant, Laura Bennett.
(Photo courtesy of Laura Bennett)

If you haven’t joined our organization or are
interested in making a donation, go to
www.friendsofsjm.com. 
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Mid-Summer Moon
Jan Steinbright, FoSJM Vice President

This spirit ring mask by Allie High, Alaska
Native artist, represents a unique method for her
to honor all of the Alaska Native cultures in her
heritage and is a tribute to her Alaska Native
sisters. She created the piece, entitled Midsummer Moon, for a show of Native women's work
at Seattle's Stonington Gallery. Allie says, “It is
a moon face in Northwest coast style-soft,
feminine and minimal so that the more colorful
spirit band wouldn’t compete. I added a rose and
a forget-me-not on each cheek so that the side
view would be as interesting as a frontal view.”
Although most of this talented artist's work is in the
Northwest Coast style, she has also been
influenced by the Alutiiq / Yup'ik mask making
tradition in which a central figure is surrounded by
rings, each representing the layers of the
universe. Attached to these rings are often
animals or objects that relate to the story the mask
is telling. It is thought by some these subsidiary

Mid-summer Moon by Allie High [Photo courtesy of Stonington Gallery]

elements seem to be helping spirits or "familiars,"
or targeted prey animals.
In the case of this contemporary work, Allie, who
is a former artist in residence at SJ Museum, has
used art techniques from many Native cultures to
tell a personal life story and to honor Native
women and the beautiful work they make. She
confessed to having to learn these techniques
quickly by using the internet and by talking to other
artists, another way of honoring her fellow creative
sisters.
The moon face is the central motif of the mask.
Proceeding around the ring, we see caribou hair
tufting from the Athabascan culture and beaded
work which is now used by almost all of the
cultures, bird feathers, and porcupine quill work.
The painted Sitka roses and forget-me-nots on the
face hint at the Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian motifs
often used in Southeast.
It is exciting and encouraging to see contemporary
Native artists continue ancestral work but give it
new meaning and vitality. Through their efforts,
this important and rich culture will live on and
educate in these seemingly complicated and
complex times. 

Mid-summer Moon by Allie High [Photo courtesy of Stonington Gallery]

Be on the lookout for an exhibition by Allie
High at the SJM in late February 2022!
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taken over by staff in Juneau. Clearly, if we
are going to be expected to manage a group
of on-call museum assistants, the
supervisory responsibility is best placed in
Sitka, where someone on the ground is best
positioned to react to the daily requirements
of staffing the galleries. Even at the best of
times it is extraordinarily difficult to operate
with only two full time and one part time staff
member, so we will be trying to move the
Seasonal Position to a year-round position.
This will fill some of the void, but not fix the
problem entirely. We will still need to
operate using on-call labor.

It has been an incredibly tough
summer for the staff at the
Sheldon Jackson Museum. The
Museum has been running with
at least one vacant position all
summer. In June, we lost Lisa
Teas as our Museum Assistant.
We tried to fill the position, but it
(Photo courtesy of Addison Field)
ultimately was an unsuccessful
recruitment.
An
additional
After we have the right structure in place, then we can
challenge came in July when our second Seasonal
bring in the right people. One of the reasons cited for
Museum Assistant position was not included in the
our unsuccessful recruitment, and prior to that why we
State budget. At the State Museum in Juneau, the
lost one employee was the level of expectation placed
situation is somewhat less bleak with the loss of one
on the position of Museum Assistant. Restructuring and
Seasonal position and the resignations of both
reclassifying positions will help address this problem. I
remaining visitor staff. At least Juneau has more back
know that we have or can find the appropriate personnel
of house staff to fill in when needed. Add to this the
to fill the positions once we have them structured and
stress of managing visitors during a pandemic, a
paid correctly.
possible state government shutdown, a budget crisis
due to low visitor numbers, and an emerging labor
We are in a tough period, but this is an opportunity. We
shortage, and both Museums have been pushed to the
should not let a “covid-tunity” pass us by. While it is
very edge. I know the Macho Man Randy Savage said
going to be tough in the short run, I hope that the short“If you aren’t living close to the edge, you are taking up
term pain will set us up for success in the long run. Next
too much space,” which is a quote I think he took from
summer, if visitor projections hold up in the face of the
Stephen Hunt, but this is too close for comfort.
ever-evolving coronavirus pandemic, we could be
looking at 500,000 visitors to town. When visitor
Our saving grace this summer has been the on-calls.
numbers spike, as I am sure they will, having
We could not have done it without them! Running the
supervisory control over staffing and scheduling is going
Sheldon Jackson Museum with on-calls, while mostly
to be imperative to adjust to the situation on hand.
successful due to the amazing commitment and
flexibility of Sue, Jackie and those folks who truly
No one wanted staffing to get to a crisis point, no one.
believe in the Museum, is not sustainable long term.
But it has and we will adjust. We will adjust by adapting
From my perspective as Chief Curator and head
to this new set of circumstances, and to the next new
administrator for the State Museums, our problem is
set of circumstances, and to the next after that; each
twofold, both structural and workforce related. After
time building on what is working and discarding what
seven years of personnel reductions, we must
isn’t. As with everything in the work we do, whether it is
restructure to be successful, and once we get the right
the exhibits or the interpretation or the operation of the
positions, hire the right people to fill them. To this end,
galleries, we must have one foot in the old and another
we have begun restructuring. In 2014, in response to
in the new or we risk becoming an anachronism. I for
state budget cuts at the time, the Museum Protection &
one care too much about this place and the people to
Visitor Services Supervisor position was eliminated and
watch it become a snapshot of the past. 
all management and supervisory responsibilities were
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Summer 2021 Museum
Conservation Activities
Adrienne Gendron and Alyssa Rina,
Conservation Interns

In July 2021, Alaska State Museum
Conservator Ellen Carrlee visited the Sheldon
Jackson Museum with two graduate student
interns: Adrienne Gendron (Institute of Fine
Arts, New York University) and Alyssa Rina
(Winterthur/ University of Delaware Program
in Art Conservation). Over the course of four
days, the team re-mounted four woven mats:
one Tlingit cedar bark mat, one Unangax̂
grass mat from Attu, and two Yup’ik grass
mats. The mats were originally mounted on
the gallery walls in the 1980s using rigid foam
slantboards covered with fleece fabric
secured to wooden slantboards. The mats
were then secured to the slantboards using
unsightly Plexiglas clips (Fig. 1) that put
uneven stress on the delicate plant materials.
This original mounting system was innovative
at the time but mounting techniques have
adapted over the years to include methods
and materials that are less damaging and less

Figure 1: The old mounting system that used Plexiglas clips
[Photo courtesy of Adrienne Gendron]

visually obtrusive. The conservation team remounted the mats with a less visible mounting
system that more evenly distributed their
weight, improving their overall appearance on
display and removing unnecessary stress
caused by the Plexiglas clips.
The first step in re-mounting the mats
was to deinstall them from the gallery and
transport them to a workspace (Fig. 2). When
collections are moved within museums and
galleries, staff first create a game plan to
minimize any risk of damage. This involves
assessing the object’s condition to avoid
handling fragile areas, determining how many

Figure 2: Adrienne and Ellen deinstalling one of the grass mats from above the exhibition cases (left) and Alyssa and Jackie
carrying the mat to the workspace (right). [Photo courtesy of Alyssa Rina (left) and Ellen Carrlee (right)]
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people are needed to support the object’s
weight, and planning out the exact pathway
the object will travel. Occasionally, staff may
use additional tools such as carts to facilitate
movement, pillows to cushion the object, and
stanchions to create clear pathways.
Deinstalling the mats posed a particular
challenge, because they were mounted quite
high on the gallery walls and were
cumbersome due to their large size. With
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causing new damage to the mats, the
conservation team sewed around individual
plant fibers rather than puncturing the plant
material. Once the sleeves were securely
attached, a long wooden slat could then be
inserted through. The wooden slat could then
lock into place on two wooden cleats screwed
to the front of the slantboard, allowing the
mats to hang evenly while fully concealing the
new mounting mechanism.

Figure 3: Adrienne, Ellen, and Alyssa (left) hand sewing cotton sleeves to the back of the woven mat, a close-up of the sewing
technique (center) and once the wooden slats were inserted into the cotton sleeves (right) [Photo Courtesy of Jacqueline FernandezHamberg and Adrienne Gendron]

careful coordination including staff, the
conservation team was able to deinstall each
mat safely. Once the mats were relocated, the
team removed the Plexiglas clips, freeing the
mats from their mounts. The team then
documented the condition of each mat with
written reports and photography. They then
used a vacuum on low suction and soft
brushes to remove dust accumulated from
years of display with more attention than can
easily be given during annual gallery cleaning.
The new mounting system, designed by
Alaska State Museum Curator of Exhibitions
Jackie Manning and Exhibition Specialist
Aaron Elmore, involved carefully hand sewing
soft cotton sleeves onto the backs of the mats
along the top edges (Fig. 3). To do this without

After re-mounting, visitors can now
appreciate the mats without the distracting
Plexiglas clips. The new mounting system
allows the mats to hang more evenly with
fewer physical stresses and will thus
contribute to their long-term preservation as
well. The mat remounting project was part of
a larger gallery refurbishment project
generously funded by the Rasmuson
Foundation and administered by the Friends
of the Sheldon Jackson Museum. Completion
of this project relied heavily on the generous
assistance from The Sheldon Jackson
Museum’s Curator of Collections Jacqueline
Fernandez-Hamberg and Seasonal MP & VS
Assistant Sue Conrad. 
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Friends Become First Alaskan
Member of the International
Coalition of Sites of Conscience
By Robert Hoffmann, FoSJM Secretary

On November 17, the Friends of Sheldon Jackson
Museum received a letter welcoming us as their
first Alaskan member of the International Coalition
of Sites of Conscience (ICSC). ICSC is a nonprofit
association of memorials, museums, nongovernmental organizations, and historic sites
that: interpret history through site; engage the
public in programs that stimulate dialogue on
pressing social issues; share opportunities for
public involvement and positive action on the
issues raised at the site; and promote justice and
universal cultures of human rights.
As a member of the Coalition, the Friends of
Sheldon Jackson Museum and museum staff
have access to Sites of Conscience trainings,
workshops, and grants to foster understanding
and engagement in the community and ideas for
best practices in helping connect the past
struggles to today’s movements for human rights.
Specifically, ICSC, will offer guidance on exhibit
planning, public programming, and on engaging
in difficult dialogues with the community to inform
planning and process.
Joining the Coalition is especially important at a
time when museums’ histories and collections are
being examined in a new light. Museums with
Native American artifacts and objects from
diverse cultural groups must decide how to
address issues of decolonization, history, truth,
and reconciliation. Museum collections are
usually faced with awkward questions about how
much of the collection is here because of looting,
plundering and theft. This museum gets its share
of those questions. There are other sensitive
issues like displaying shamanic or mortuary
artifacts. Or how to address Dr. Sheldon
Jackson’s own paradoxical history of wanting to
preserve artifacts yet bringing Christianity (and its
judgement of Natives), western education and a
different lifeway that segregated the “civilized”
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Christian Natives from the “heathen.” Or the effect
the boarding schools had on Alaska Native
cultures.
The Alaska State Museums, including the
Sheldon Jackson Museum, has a 5-year strategic
plan that was passed in 2020. The plan includes
several goals and objectives that mesh with the
kind of assistance Sites of Conscience provides.
One goal is to have our museums more
accessible and inclusive. Another is to upgrade
the physical gallery display itself, with labels that
are respectful of the cultural groups and that are
not ethnocentric. For example, we have been
eliminating the word “Eskimo” from our displays
and using the actual name, “Yup’ik,” or “Inupiaq.”
Visitors should be able to view this world class
collection without guilt or resentment, and without
ignoring history.
From Sites of Conscience: “Not only do Sites of
Conscience provide safe spaces to remember
and preserve even the most traumatic memories,
but they enable their visitors to make connections
between the past and related contemporary
human rights issues.” The coalition has 300
members in 65 countries, assisting through
grants, networking, training, transitional justice
mechanisms and advocacy. Their website is
https://sitesofconscience.org.
Museum curator Jackie Fernandez-Hamberg is
elated to finally see the museum and board take
this important step. She first learned of ICSC in
2018 at a Museums Alaska Conference when
hearing a keynote address. The timing of joining
is right and to be able to see this through fruition,
especially during Native American Heritage
Month, is cause for celebration. It is so exciting to
be able to expand upon the story of resilience that
we tell at the Sheldon Jackson Museum.

Learn more about the International Coalition of
Sites of Conscience at sitesofconscience.org
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2021 Alaska Native
Artist Residency
Program Recap
Jacqueline Fernandez-Hamberg,
Curator of Collections
The Sheldon Jackson Museum and Friends of
Sheldon Jackson Museum, thanks to a grant from the
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), were able to
host a successful Alaska Native Artist Residency
Program between May and September of 2021. Over
the course of 5 months, 6 different artists came to work
at the museum. Selected from a large pool of
applicants, the artists came from all over the state, and
represented a diverse array of talent, tradition, and
Alaska Native cultures.
Alaska Native artists-in-residence worked in the
museum gallery in an open-studio-like setting,
provided free hands-on classes teaching their art
forms, gave lectures, and provided the museum with
material culture consultations on artifacts. Visitors
were able to engage with artists and learn about
Alaska Native traditions, art forms, artists’ techniques,
and sources of inspiration.
Artists-in-residence received an artist stipend for their
work, lodging, and travel to and from Sitka, and had a
variety of opportunities to study the museum’s
permanent collection and educate staff through
“cultural consultations.” As part of their residency,
artists had scheduled time to study artifacts on exhibit
and in collections storage. Through the study of
artifacts at the museum, artists were provided an
invaluable opportunity to examine material culture
created by their ancestors. The benefits of this study
time extended to the museum staff who gained
priceless insight into artifacts as the artists share their
knowledge and observations. The indispensable
information captured in these cultural consultations
was recorded in museum records, adding to the
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knowledge of present-day staff and members of the
public and to future generations of museum goers,
researchers, artists, and Sheldon Jackson Museum
staff.
This past summer, the Alaska Native Artist Residency
Program included the following six artists and special
artist-in-residency events:












Danielle Stickman, Koyukon and Dena’ina
Athabascan beader, fish skin sewer, and mixed
media artist
Laine Rinehart, Tlingit ravenstail and Chilkat
weaver - Ravenstail Pendant-Making Class and
"Time Warp: An Exploration of Time in Chilkat
Weaving" artist talk.
Robert Hoffmann, Tlingit carver and painter Block Print Making Class and "Where We Meet:
How Cultural and Historical Context Helps Us
Appreciate Objects More Fully," artist talk.
Rico Worl, Tlingit and Athabascan computeraided designer and sculptor - "Forming Lines:
From Star Wars to Formline," artist talk.
Neva Mathias, Cup’ik doll, grass basket and
dance fan maker - Grass Basket Making Class
and "Artist Residency Recap," artist talk.
Stacey Williams, Tlingit Cedar and Spruce root
basket and Chilkat and Ravenstail weaver - Cedar
Bark Weaving Class and "From Fumbling Fingers
to Graceful Basketry,” an artist talk.

To view events related to the Native Artist Residency
Program, visit the Friends of Sheldon Jackson
Museum Facebook page or the Alaska State
Museum website:

https://museums.alaska.gov/sheldon_jackson/sjn
ativedemos.html and the Friends of Sheldon
Jackson Museum YouTube Channel.
The Native Artist Residency Program is made possible
through the support of the National Endowment for the
Arts, the Friends of the Sheldon Jackson Museum,
and private donations.
To support the program, visit:
https://friendsofsjm.com/donate/. 
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Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum
Membership Application

Date:____/____/_______
New Member 
Renewal 
_
Name/s: __________________________________________________

The Friend of Sheldon Jackson Museum is dedicated to supporting the
Sheldon Jackson Museum and its unique Alaska Native ethnographic collection
through advocacy, acquisition, and educational programming.

Membership Levels:
Student

Individual

Family

$10

$25

$35

Sustaining

$60

Contributing

$250

Corporate

$500

Life-Time

$1,000+

One member-named membership card admits
only the bearer into the Sheldon Jackson
Museum and the State Museum. Must be an
enrolled student. 10% off workshop materials.
One member-named membership card admits
only the bearer and one guest into the
Sheldon Jackson Museum and the State
Museum. 10% off workshop materials.
Two member-named membership cards admit
bearers and one guest into the Sheldon
Jackson Museum and the State Museum. (18
and under are free) 10% off workshop
materials.
One named membership card admits bearer
and one guest. Two single-entry (one person,
one visit) passes. 10% off workshop materials.
Three membership member named cards
admits bearers to the Sheldon Jackson
Museum and the Alaska State Museum. Five
single-entry (one-person, one-visit) passes.
10% off workshop materials. A gift.
Four corporation-named membership cards
admit bearers to museum. Five single-entry
(one-person, one-visit) passes. Corporate
recognition.10% off workshop materials. A gift
One member-named membership card admits
bearer and one guest to museum. Individual
recognition (if desired).Two single-entry
passes annually. 10% off workshop materials.
A gift

The membership year runs from January 1 through December 31. Those
paying dues between October 1 and December 31 will be paid through the
following year. If you are unsure if you are still a member, please feel free
to contact us at (907) 747-6233 or FriendsofSJM@gmail.com. FOSJM
Membership cards also admits bearers into the Alaska State Museum.
Your membership goes to supporting educational programs in the museum,
lectures, film screenings, hands-on loan of educational materials
classrooms around the state, artists, and museum acquisitions.
friendsofsjm
Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum







friendsofsjm@gmail.com
friendsofsjm.com
(907)-747-6233
Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum is a 501 (c)(3)Non-profit Organization

Address:__________________________________________________
City: ___________________State: _________ Zip:________________
Phone: _________________ Other Phone:______________________
Email: ____________________________________________________

Membership Types:
 Student ($10)
 Individual ($25)
 Family ($35)
 Sustaining ($60)
 Contributing ($250)
 Corporate ($500)
 Life-Time ($1,000+)

Additional Donations:
 Native Artist Residency ($______)
 Exhibitions ($_______)
 Public Programs & Education
($_______)
 New Acquisitions ($_______)

Enclosed Amount $________Signature__________________________
 Yes, please add my email to the FOSJM Monthly E-Letter list.
 Yes, please contact me about any volunteer opportunities.
 Yes, I would like a gift.
 No, I would not like a gift.
Please return this form and send payment to:
Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum
104 College Drive
(Office Use Only)
Sitka, AK 99835
Database
 Letter
Card(s)
Check # ___________ $__________
 Cash $____________
 Gift

Sheldon Jackson
Museum Staff
Curator of Collections
Jacqueline Fernandez-Hamberg
Seasonal Museum Protection
and Visitor Services Assistant
Sue Conrad
Museum contact: (907) 747-8981
Website: museums.alaska.gov

Be on the lookout for the
2021-22 Winter Lecture /
Culture Share Series lineup
at
friendsofsjm.com/calendar

Friends of Sheldon Jackson
Museum Board of Directors


Co-President – Rosemary Carlton



Co-President – Krystina Scheller



Vice President – Jan Steinbright



Treasurer – Lisa Bykonen



Secretary – Robert Hoffmann



Member at Large – Fred Olsen Jr.



Member at Large- Darlene Orr

THANK YOU…


Eagle Bay Inn and
Westmark for
assistance with
accommodations for
Native Artists in
Residence this summer



Sea Level Consulting
for supporting the
Friends of SJM as a
Corporate Member!
We appreciate your
support!

Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum
907.747.6233 ● FriendsofSJM@gmail.com ● www.FriendsofSJM.com

Friends of Sheldon Jackson Museum
104 College Drive
Sitka AK, 99835

